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Below left At One South Dearborn in Chicago, ThinkGlass produced a freestanding 18-foot-high textured glass wall to animate the lobby of architect
Kevin Schellenbach's sleek office tower (top) and provide a visual focus point from the street (bottom). Below right A 17-step, under-lit staircase at Duvet
provides a magical passage from one level to the next, while also demonstrating ThinkGlass's varied glass repertoire.

brightly coloured glass mural fills a large
window onto Saint-Jacques.

DUVET RESTAURANT, NEW YORK

At Manhattan's Duvet Restaurant,
known for its high-end sushi, designer
Andres Escobar also made use of Think-
Glass's eclectic glass skills. At its heart
is a Mailhot glass bar inspired, he says,
by the ice bar at the Hotel de Glace, just
outside Quebec City. This tri-dimen-
sional sculpted structure stretches 120
feet and has been combined with LED
lighting that frequently changes colour.
XS Lighting & Sound, of Syosset, N.Y.,
used a variety of Color Kinetics products,
including roughly 840 feet of iColor Cove
(digital, colour-changing light strips) en-
cased in the glass bar to create the effect
of an even wash of coloured light.

In addition to the totemic bar, Think-
Glass developed a 50-square-foot under-
lit crystal glass floor, as well as a 17-step
glass stair. Again, the idea has been to
invoke the idea of clear water carving its
way through a glacier. Mailhot also creat-
ed and produced 150 individually molded
plates, each 3/8-inch thick and utilizing
high-end crystal glass from Germany,
to serve the restaurants menu of caviar,
sushi and seafood.

ONE SOUTH DEARBORN, CHICAGO
ThinkGlass's latest major installation is
two cast-glass walls located in the lobby
of Chicago’s new One South Dearborn
commercial tower (Destefano Architects).
Measuring an imposing 40 feet long by
18 feet high, the 1%- inch-thick textured
walls are the largest of their kind in the

world. “This is among our most strik-
ing architectural installations,” Charest
states with some pride.

To construct each wall's 24 10-by-3-
foot panels into a single wall, ThinkGlass
worked with chief architect Kevin Schel-
lenbach to devise a simple supporting and
linking technique, ensuring a light and
diaphanous aesthetic as well as a sense
of a floating wall. “The 600-pound glass
panels are held in place by biscuit-type
braces, attached to a thin and discreet
stainless steel structure placed behind
the wall surfaces,” Charest explains. The
smooth polished surface faces the lobby,
he observes, “to ensure a very modern
and sleek look that echoes the building's
textured curtain wall."







